The Student Union of the Divinity School of Chung Chi College

Thesis Workshop
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? What Am | Doing Here?

Sometimes we will get lost when we are
researching for our term papers. Facing tens
of papers to be done within one term, one
may wonder, “What am | doing here?”

An academic paper involves at least two
parties: the reader and the writer. The
success of a paper also depends on your
understanding about the teacher and
yourself.

What are the teachers’ expectations?

Teachers may have different expectations for
students. Some teachers are concerned
about the student’s ability to understand the
subject matter; others are more concerned
about the methodology. Some would look for
creativity ~while others may expect
professional presentation. Attending lectures
is the best way to know your teacher. We
should pay attention not only to what they
are saying, but also to how they are saying it.

What are you aiming at?

Are you looking for interesting topics? Are
you challenging your own ability to digest
difficult materials? Are you just trying to up
keep your GPA record? Your aims for writing
a paper decide what you would be
researching and how it should be done. Most
importantly, your own position would
determine your attitude towards the whole
learning process.
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Where to find a topic?

1. Lectures

2. Course Outline

3. Textbook: introductory ones provide
you with an overview of the topic

4.  Library: browsing around the books
may give you some insight

5. Your own interest

6. You will find a topic when the deadline

has come.

Some myths about starting to write a paper: |
procrastinate because: | have no idea; | don’t
know about it; It's difficult: | am so busy; | am
so depressed.

m

If you have no idea, you should start
early.

If you are ignorant about it, you should
start early.

If it is difficult, you should start early.

If you are busy, you should start early.
If you are depressed, you should start
working immediately.

Writing papers is a process that challenges
us to face the difficulties.
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& @ ¢ | Am Just Shopping Around
Eir- L HEF Task one: Narrow down your topic
Eir- 0 R E g Task two: Get to know the viewpoints
Eirz 3 R4 Task three: Formulating your own topic

Start with dictionary entries:

The anchor bible dictionary BS440.A54 1992

The Eerdmans Bible dictionary BS440.B4913

Eerdmans dictionary of the Bible BS440 .E44 2000
Theological dictionary of the Old Testament BS440 .B5713
¥ g AT§EL BS440 .D612 1993

#iEFLSE 23 BS440.B2612 1995

Dictionary of mission : theology, history, perspectives BV2040 .L4813 1997
Evangelical dictionary of theology BR95 .E87 2001

The Oxford companion to Christian thought BR95 .07 2000

The melody of theology : a philosophical dictionary BR95.P36

The Westminster dictionary of theologians BR95 .D4513 2006

#% ¢ Searching and Researching

Books: Using the Library Catalogue (Including audisual and e-books)
Articles: Using the ATLA search engine
News: Using the Wise News Archive

¢ < g1F L5 -k The CUHK Playground

Library Reference Counter CULibrary — Services feRmnce Services

Library Workshop http://infolit.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/

Inter-library Loan CULibrary — Services — Intérary Loan (HKALL)
E-books CULibrary — Catalogue

The ILC http://www.ilc.cuhk.edu.hk

The CLEAR http://lwww.cuhk.edu.hk/clear/

The WAC http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/wac/new-resourots
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&+ % The Online Maniac

WARNING: Web-surfing can be hazardous to your healt
WARNING: You have to use your discernment when ganline.

Greek/ New Testament
http://home.comcast.net/~rciampa/
http://www.greekbiblestudy.org/gnt/main.do
http://www.zhubert.com/
http://www.christianhospitality.org/archives.htm
http://www.ibiblio.org/koine/

Hebrew/ Old Testament

http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt0.htm
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/nets/edition/
http://tanakhml2.alacartejava.net/cocoon/tanakht8lidhp2xmli?sfr=1&prg=1&pnt=t
ru&acc=tru&dia=tru&enc=heb

http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/

http://unbound.biola.edu/

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/

IRZi
http://bible.fhl.net
http://occr.christiantimes.org.hk/

Christianity Study
http://www.library.yale.edu/div/forfree.html#dictio

Writing and Studying Skills
http://www.cyberspacei.com/greatbooks/h2/how2rezd/tontents.htm
http://www.hull.ac.uk/studyadvice/serv_info/resagytible.htm
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~acskills/success/readhimgl
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/studéninanities/religion.shtml
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